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“Gen X’s laureate” –New York 
Times



- Born ‘Vicky Lena’ on January 19, 1968
- Grew up on Haisla reserve – Kitamaat 

Village
- Her mother is from the Heiltsuk Nation 

in Bella Bella, BC.

Early Life

Early Influences and Education

- Decided to be a writer in 11th grade
- BA of fine arts from UVIC
- Masters in creative writing from UBC
- When she was finished school, she traveled 

the world.
- Received honorary doctorate degree from 

UBC



“We tell our children Wee'git 
stories to teach them about 
protocol, or nuyum. But he 
teaches people this protocol by 
breaking all the rules.” - Eden 
Robinson

Literary Influences



- 1997 Winifred Holtby Memorial Award for Traplines
- 2000 Monkey Beach shortlisted for Scotiabank Giller 
Prize
- 2016 Writers Trust Engel/Findlay award
- 2017 recipient of Writers Trust Fellowship
- Son of a Trickster shortlisted for Scotiabank Giller Prize
- 2019 Trickster Drift won Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize
- Son of a Trickster selected for 2020 “Canada Reads”

Awards and Recognition



Legac
y-Trickster TV series

- Monkey Beach movie



Women	and	
Gender

- Literature feature's themes involving 
women issues and dismissal of 
gender constructs

- From a matriarchal culture

“You honkies want women to be 
like cookies, all sweet and dainty 
and easy to eat. But I'm fry bread, 
you bitch, and I'm proud of it.” –
Eden Robinson (Monkey Beach)



• “Our	clothes	and	our	fancy	gizmos	are	made	in	sweatshops	by	kids.	Our	meat	is	caged	in	boxes	
until	it’s	slaughtered.	Our	jobs	are	piecemeal.	Our	houses	are	crazy-inducing	expensive.	Our	planet	
is	gearing	up	for	a	massive,	polar	melting	hot	flash.	We	are	obsessed	with	security	but	we’re	less	
secure	than	we’ve	ever	been.” - Eden	Robinson

Eden Robinson on the Environment



Canadian Context

- Is continuously truthful 
about the challenges facing 
many Indigenous 
communities across Canada

- Stories are usually set in 
British Colombia

- This suggests…. About our 
country, media, educational 
systems, values.


